
2  -  C o v e n a n t  M e m b e r s h i p  C l a s s e s

2  -  S m a l l  G r o u p  L e a d e r s '  T r a i n i n g

2  -  2 0 2 2  B i b l e  R e a d i n g  P l a n s

2  -  P r a y  f o r  T h o s e  T r a v e l i n g  t o  U g a n d a

2  -  E n g a g e  L u n c h

3  -  W o r s h i p  &  t h e  W o r d

3  -  C h i l d  D e d i c a t i o n s  O r i e n t a t i o n

3  -  K i d Z o n e  C h r i s t m a s  P r o g r a m  R e c a p

4  -  D i s c i p l e  H e r  M e n t o r i n g

4  -  C H A O S  W i n t e r  R e t r e a t

4  -  R u b y ' s  P a n t r y

4  -  R e s o l u t i o n s  o f  J o n a t h a n  E d w a r d s

4  -  C H A O S  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t r y

4  -  S m a l l  G r o u p s

5  -  B a p t i s m  O r i e n t a t i o n

5  -  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r s

5  -  L a d i e s  T i m e  O u t

5  -  F i n a n c e  U p d a t e

5  -  N e x t  C o v e n a n t  M e e t i n g

5  -  G i v e

5  -  C o n n e c t

6  -  F r o m  t h e  E l d e r s

7 & 8  -  E l d e r  D e v o t i o n a l

9  -  T h e o l o g y

21 DAYS OF PRAYER
Join with others in our Converge Church Planting

movement for 21 Days of Prayer. January 1-21,

2022. Theme: The Upside Down Kingdom. Prayer

guides are available at fccnr.org/resources.

T h e  U p s i d e  D o w n  K i n g d o m

F C C  N E W S L E T T E R
The Official Monthly Newsletter of The Faith Community Church - New Richmond
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W H A T ' S  I N  O U R  L A T E S T  I S S U E :

V O L .  1 3  •  J A N  2 0 2 2
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COVENANT
MEMBERSHIP CLASSES
J a n  1 6 ,  2 3 ,  3 0  d u r i n g  S e c o n d  S e r v i c e  i n  D 1

Our St. Croix Valley Network of

Churches has a team of teachers

heading to Uganda January 4-15 to

teach 35-40 Ugandan Pastors

about how to study and teach the

Prophetic Books of the Bible. This

course centers on the Bible Book of

Isaiah. 

On this team will be Pastor Josh

Montague (Training Leaders

International), Pastor Larry Szyman

(FCC Hudson) and Pastor Stu Dix

(The FCC New Richmond). 

Pray for Spirit- empowered

instruction, for safe travel and for

Covid safety.

PRAY FOR
THOSE
TRAVELING
TO UGANDAIf Faith Community Church is your home and you want to

become a Covenant Member, we would love to get you
connected on your new steps to completing your journey.

Go to fccnr.org/nextsteps to check out the Covenant
Membership resources. If you want to take the classes,
register at fccnr.org/events. 

J a n u a r y  4 - 1 5

Engage Lunch
Looking to hear more about what
goes on around Faith Community
Church?

Our Elders and Staff will all be on
hand to answer any questions you
have. We will spend our time
eating and talking. This event is
designed with you in mind so we
can "connect" you to our family!

Bring the whole family! We will
have child care. 

2022 BIBLE READING
PLANS THROUGH
LIGONIER MINISTRIES
l i g o n i e r . o r g / p o s t s / b i b l e - r e a d i n g - p l a n s

If you're feeling determined and ready to start
something new for the New Year, here is a list of
great Bible Reading Plans with all kinds of ideas and
plans at different paces.

J a n  9  a f t e r  2 n d  S e r v i c e

SMALL GROUP
LEADERS' TRAINING
J a n u a r y  9 - F e b r u a r y  1 3  d u r i n g  2 n d  S e r v i c e  i n  D 2

For current and future leaders. The
training will cover a definition of
discipleship and practical instruction
about leading a Small Group at FCCNR.
RSVP to stu.dix@homeforever.org by Jan 2.

"We spur each other on to do better
and be more Christ-like. I am always
encouraged by our small group and
we walk through life together. It
gives me that sense of community
and family even through really hard
stuff. Super blessed by you all!"

-Small Group Member

mailto:stu.dix@homeforever.org
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THE KIDZONE
CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
WAS A
SUCCESS!!!
G o d  M a d e  L o w

Thank you to everyone that helped
make our KidZone Christmas
program a success! We heard from
many that said it was both powerful
and adorable and it couldn't have
happened without the many hands
and feet that got our kids ready,
from toddlers to teenagers.

CHILD DEDICATIONS
ORIENTATION
J a n  9  @  1 0 : 1 5 a m

In dedicating a child to the Lord, we are
acknowledging God as creator and Lord. Parenting is
not possession but a stewardship entrusted by God.
The child placed in our care as parents and a church
family is given as a trust (see Luke 19: 11-27). Dedication
is a very intentional act of faith, surrendering back to
God that which is His. (Romans 11:36).

Are you ready for this commitment? Would you like to
learn more about dedication? Fill out the form at
fccnr.org/nextsteps for the Dedication Orientation on
Sunday, January 9th at 10:15am in the Family Room. 

Dedications will be held during the 9am service on
January 16th.

From Eden's wilted promises, 

To my hearts dark affections, 

Thy bleeding sacrifice, oh Christ 

Has purchased my redemption

WORSHIP & THE WORD
H a l l e l u j a h  C h r i s t  W i l l  C o m e  A g a i n  
Shane&Shane

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those
who are being sanctified. Hebrews 10:14
We have been reconciled to God through the sacrifice
Christ made on our behalf. Our sins have been covered,
our debt erased. From the sin we inherited from Adam to
the sin we will struggle with until we die, Christ has
accomplished what we couldn't.



Christ has died, Christ is risen

Hallelujah, Christ will come again



When we sing these words we are joining in the testimony
of millions of believers over thousands of years. We are
joining the martyr who stood firmly in this truth until their
death. We join with the missionary who boldly proclaims
this truth to lost souls. We join with one another,
encouraging and strengthening each other in our common
faith as we look forward to the "glorious return of Christ".
Praise God for this wonderful act of love.

-Noah  Bu rne t t

https://www.fccnr.org/nextsteps


THE
RESOLUTIONS
OF JONATHAN
EDWARDS

Take a look at Jonathan Edward's
Resolutions from 1773. Still relevant
today!! 

There is also a link to this article at
fccnr.org/resources.

d e s i r i n g g o d . o r g / a r t i c l e s /
t h e - r e s o l u t i o n s - o f -
j o n a t h a n - e d w a r d s
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Please join us every Wednesday.

Middle school (6th-8th graders)

will meet from 6-7:30pm. High

school students will meet from 7-

8:30pm. You can find the CHAOS

schedule at fccnr.org/chaos.

Important January Dates: 

JAN 16 - CHAOS Leader Meeting

Questions? Contact our Pastor of

Student Ministries, Ben Sepulveda

at ben@homeforever.org

CHAOS
STUDENT
MINISTRY
F C C  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t r y

DISCIPLE HER
MENTORING
1 1 - w e e k  S t u d y  |  J a n  8 - M a r  1 9
S a t u r d a y  M o r n i n g s  @  1 0 : 3 0 a m - 1 2 p m  i n  D 1 & D 2

This deeper study of mentoring is intended to equip
spiritually older women to mentor and disciple spiritually
younger women. We will spend time in God's Word,
memorizing, journaling, praying together, studying
"Spiritual Mothering" by Susan Hunt and holding each
other accountable. If you are interested in joining us,
please sign up at fccnr.org/womensministry.

SMALL
GROUPS

At FCC we believe that real
connectedness and change happen
best in small groups. Please get
involved in a small group if you
aren't already!

Contact Stu Dix at
stu.dix@homeforever.org

Y o u  c a n ' t  l i v e  t h e
" C h r i s t i a n  l i f e "  o u t s i d e  o f
C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y .

RUBY'S PANTRY
E v e r y  T h i r d  T h u r s d a y

This is a great opportunity to serve your community!
Thursday, January 20th from 5-7pm at the Armory.
Volunteers, please arrive at 4pm. 

Questions? Email Chuck at chuck.olson@homeforever.org

CHAOS WINTER
RETREAT
S i g n  u p  a t  f c c n r . o r g / e v e n t s

CHAOS is going on a winter retreat on Jan 28-30 at
Camp Forest Springs. Registration is required.
Cost=$100

Questions? Contact our Pastor of Student Ministries,
Ben Sepulveda at ben@homeforever.org



CONNECT
Join us every Sunday morning at
9:00am or 10:45am. Stay up to
date with what's going on and
follow us on Facebook!

W e  a r e  t h e  C h u r c h .
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BAPTISM
ORIENTATION
F e b  6  d u r i n g  S e c o n d  S e r v i c e  i n  D 1

Baptism is a public testimony identifying a believer
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. As we take this step of being baptized we are
making a public statement to our church family that
we have been born to newness of life through Christ.

Go to fccnr.org/nextsteps to check out the Baptism
resources. If you want to take the orientation, register
at fccnr.org/events. Baptisms will be held during both
services on Feb 13.

FINANCE
UPDATE
F r o m  J o d i e

November 2021
Expenditures: $59,369.66
Tithes: $69,047.26

@ f c c n e w r i c h m o n d

@ f a i t h c o m m u n i t y n r

GIVE
Thank you for your faithfulness and
generosity. 

f c c n r . o r g / g i v e

LADIES TIME OUT
E v e r y  T h i r d  W e d n e s d a y

Join us at Faith Community Church in the Café every
third Wednesday from 9-11am for Ladies Time Out. This
is a time for ladies of any age and stage to hang out
together and enjoy some treats and conversation. It’s
a fun “time out” for everyone and great way to
connect! 

Childcare is provided.

NEXT
COVENANT
MEETING
Our next Covenant Meeting will be
on Sunday, February 20th in the
evening.

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r !

"I like how being a Small Group leader keeps
me praying for others that I might not think
about.  I love to see others serving Jesus and
loving each other as well. Being in the word
together gives awesome and different
perspectives."

-Small Group Leader

KIDZONE IS SEEKING
SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS
D u r i n g  1 s t  S e r v i c e  T w i c e  a  M o n t h

Can you commit to teaching during first service twice a
month? We need YOU! The curriculum is easy to follow and
requires little preparation. You just need to come and
show our littlest church the love of Christ! Contact Bobbi
at bobbiblanchard@homeforever.org for more information.

mailto:bobbiblanchard@homeforever.org




So far, we have discussed what was probably
happening within the local church in Crete, that
Paul left Titus in charge while he left to continue
his ministry and probably wrote this letter of
encouragement to Titus from Macedonia or
Nicopolis. The first chapter dealt largely with
the need for order in the church and
qualifications of church leaders “to set in
order…and appoint elders…”. This chapter
begins with a primary purpose of good church
order and leadership which is set forth in the
first phrase:

When Titus first read this letter, I don’t think he
panicked when he read the words “teach what
accords with sound doctrine.” All he had to do
was look at the introduction to the letter where
Paul spells out what he, as an apostle was
called to preach; “Paul, a servant of God and
an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the
truth, which accords with godliness, 2in hope of
eternal life, which God, who never lies,
promised before the ages began 3and at the
proper time manifested in his word through the
preaching with which I have been entrusted by
the command of God our Savior;" (vs 1-3).

This is sound doctrine. Tragically, today I read or
hear about a lack of sound doctrine being
preached and taught in so many local churches.
Recently I heard a radio commentator reference
a church which taught that John 3:16 was not
about God saving people, but God saving the
environment. Too many churches have strayed
from the truth of the gospel to cultural causes  
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ELDER DEVOTIONAL 12.01.21

TITUS 2:1-8 like “social justice”, Critical race theory,
partisan politics and identity politics to name a
few. Because people haven’t been grounded in
sound doctrine they are “tossed here and there
by waves and carried away by every wind of 
doctrine, (false) by the trickery of men, by 
craftiness in deceitful scheming;” Eph 4:14

That according to the scriptures, Christ died for
us and was raised again as atonement for sin,
and to reconcile us to a loving Father. (1 Cor
15:3-4) Then Paul instructed Titus how to ensure
that sound doctrine was to be taught. We
“2Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified,
self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in
steadfastness.” 

In our culture, through various media, men are
persuaded to be immature, impulsive and
irresponsible lovers of self. Largely due to a lack
of teaching of sound doctrine, our society has
built the expectation that men remain childish
as long as possible and model that to younger
men.

Paul’s admonition to women is diametrically
opposed to what our current culture would have
them believe or the way they are expected to
live. I just saw a television commercial (for
Christmas of all things) where an older women
said to some young girls that bad girls have 

BUT AS FOR YOU, TEACH
WHAT ACCORDS WITH

SOUND DOCTRINE.

CERTAINLY, THERE ARE
THINGS IN THE BIBLE THAT

ARE DIFFICULT TO
UNDERSTAND, BUT WHERE

SOUND DOCTRINE IS
CONCERNED I THINK THAT
GOD HAS MADE HIS WORD

CLEAR AND RELATIVELY
EASY TO UNDERSTAND.
FOUNDATIONALLY, THE

CROSS OF CHRIST.

R a n d y  K o s t r o s k i





As a church family, we’ve been moving through
the Bible book of Philippians for several weeks
now. Most scholars agree the Apostle Paul
wrote this letter to the Church at Philippi while
imprisoned in Rome, and that following his
imprisonment he would be martyred there. 

The primary theme of Paul’s Philippian epistle is
encouragement: Inspired by God the Holy Spirit,
Paul is encouraging his Philippian brothers and
sisters to continue to faithfully live out their lives
as citizens of Christ’s kingdom. 
The Philippian church held a special place in
Paul’s heart since it was the first church he
planted in Europe, and the incredible (and
unlikely) story of the birth of the Philippian
church can be found in Acts Chapter 16. In Acts
16:11-15 we see the first conversions witnessed by
Paul and Silas in response to their gospel
ministry in Philippi were that of a wealthy
businesswoman named Lydia and her household. 
Shortly thereafter, Paul and Silas encounter a
demon-possessed slave girl and upon casting
out the demon, the two men are beaten and
thrown into prison by the locals (16:16-24). While
Paul and Silas are sitting in prison, God brings
an earthquake and throws open the doors to the
prison. The jailer, assuming his prisoners have
escaped and preferring suicide to torture and
execution for dereliction of duty, is preparing to
take his own life when Paul and Silas call out to
let him know they haven’t escaped. 

This is the unlikely group of people that
comprised the charter membership of the 
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THEOLOGY
GOD OF UNLIKELY
MEANS

Philippian church - a wealthy fashion designer
and socialite, a teenage ex-demoniac fortune-
teller, and a battle-hardened Roman jail
commander. 

In our modern evangelical context, we’d be
hard-pressed to find a published church-
planting strategy or process that would hold this
up as the model team for starting a new church.
It certainly seems illogical and
counterproductive from a contemporary
organizational standpoint. 

In fact, God’s modus operandi throughout the
redemptive narrative of the Bible is to use
“foolishness” and weakness to accomplish his
sovereign plan. 

No first century onlooker would have observed
the beginnings of the Church at Philippi and
concluded “Man, what an awesome, all-star,
got-it-all-together group of people this is! Look
at all the great things they’re doing!”. Rather,
the conclusion of anyone externally observing
the Philippian church would have undeniably
been “Wow, that’s an unlikely, imperfect bunch
of people to come together. This Jesus they
follow must be pretty big and incredible to be
able to do anything with and through these
folks.”. 

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things

that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And
because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is

written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” – 1 Corinthians 1:27-31

THEY SHARE THE GOSPEL
WITH THE JAILER AND GOD

SAVES HIM, ALONG WITH HIS
ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD (16:25-34). 

THIS IS WHERE IT’S INCREDIBLY
HELPFUL FOR THE PEOPLE OF

GOD TO REMEMBER THAT GOD
DOESN’T USE THE SAME

METHODS AS THE WORLD, NOR
IS HE CONCERNED WITH ITS

METRICS FOR SUCCESS.

J o d i e  R y a n

MAY IT BE SO FOR US, FCC FAMILY. 


